
 
THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

ANNOUNCES THE AVAILABILITY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD FILE,  AND THE 
SCHEDULING OF A PUBLIC MEETING, HEARING, AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ON 
THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE FOR THE ENGINEERING EVALUATION/COST ANALYSIS AT 

THE GE PITTSFIELD / HOUSATONIC RIVER SITE,  
PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS  

 
The United States Environmental Protection Agency recently completed an Engineering 
Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) that analyzed possible alternatives to address contamination 
in the 1 ½ Mile Reach of the Housatonic River between the Lyman Street bridge and the 
confluence of the east and west branches of the River in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.  Based on 
the EE/CA, EPA is recommending a preferred alternative, which is discussed in the EE/CA and 
in a fact sheet.  EPA invites public comment on the alternatives evaluated in the EE/CA. 
 
EPA will hold a 31-day public comment period, from July 17, 2000, through August 
16, 2000 , to provide an opportunity for the public to participate in the selection of the 1 ½ 
Mile Reach cleanup plan.  During the comment period, the public is invited to review the 
EE/CA, which is available at the Information Repositories listed below, and to offer written or 
verbal comments.  Pursuant to 40 C.F.R. §300.415(n)(4)(iii), upon timely receipt of a request 
sent to EPA, within two weeks of the initiation of the comment period, the comment period will 
be extended by a minimum of fifteen additional days. 
 
EPA and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection will conduct a public 
informational meeting at 7:00 pm  on Tuesday, July 25, 2000  to summarize the 
results of the EE/CA, to update the community on the investigation progress, and to answer 
questions about the investigations and findings.  EPA will conduct a public hearing at 7:00 
pm on Tuesday, August 15, 2000 , to accept verbal comments on the preferred 
alternative as presented in the EPA fact sheet.  Both events will be held at the Berkshire 
Athenaeum Public Library Auditorium, 1 Wendell Ave. in Pittsfield. A public 
informational meeting will also be held in Connecticut prior to the formal public hearing.  A 
separate notice will be issued identifying the time and location for the Connecticut meeting. 
 The hearing will be transcribed and a copy of the transcript will be available at the 
Information Repositories.  Interested citizens may submit written statements or offer verbal 
comments on the EE/CA at the hearing.  While EPA uses public comments throughout site 
cleanup, EPA will only respond in writing to written comments submitted during the comment 
period or verbal comments submitted at the formal public hearing. 
 
The EE/CA evaluated the following alternatives to address contamination in the sediment and 
bank soils in the 1 ½ Mile Reach of the Housatonic River: 
 
Removal Alternatives Include: 
 
Base Alternative 1, Wet Excavation - Excavation of contaminated sediments 
and bank soils without diverting the river.  Riverbank and riverbed restoration. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Base Alternative 2, Dry Excavation: Sheetpiling and Pumping Bypass—Dry 
excavation to meet cleanup criteria. Open channel river diversion using sheetpiling, except 
in the cobble reaches or inaccessible areas where the flow would be diverted 
from the river channel by pumping through a piping bypass. Riverbank and 
riverbed restoration.  
 
Base Alternative 3, Dry Excavation: Pumping Bypass—Dry excavation to meet 
cleanup criteria. Diversion of flow from the river channel by pumping through a piping bypass 
along the entire length of EE/CA Reach. Riverbank and riverbed restoration.  
 
Treatment/Consolidation Options Include: 
 
Option A - Consolidation of up to 50,000 yd3 of contaminated soils and 
sediments at designated consolidation areas at GE with off-site treatment/disposal 
of excess material. 
 
Option B - Off-site disposal of all excavated material.   
 
Option C - Treatment of excavated material at the GE facility using thermal 
desorption, with off-site disposal of all material. 
 
Option D - Treatment of excavated material at the GE facility using solvent 
extraction, with off-site disposal of all material. 
 
EPA's preferred alternative is a modified Base Alternative 2 - dry excavation using a 
combination of sheetpiling and pumping bypass, with Treatment/Consolidation Option A 
- consolidation of up to 50,000 yd3 of contaminated soils and sediments at designated 
consolidation areas at GE with the remaining estimated 44,400 yd3 of material sent to an off-
site treatment/disposal facility.  Following the excavation, the riverbed will be restored using 
erosion protection materials, and, where feasible, sand and gravel layers to mimic the 
existing grain size distribution in each subreach.  Various technologies will also be used to 
improve the river habitat where possible.  Riverbank restoration will be performed to mitigate 
damage created by the removal activity and improve the existing condition of the riverbank 
habitat.  Technologies considered for riverbank restoration include revegetation with native 
species, bioengineered structures and, hard structures.  The Fact Sheet and EE/CA contain 
further detail on the Removal and Treatment/Consolidation options.     

 
 
The Administrative Record File, which includes documents that will form the basis for EPA's 
selection of a non-time-critical removal action for the GE Pittsfield / Housatonic River Site, will 
be available for review and comment as of July 17, 2000, at the Information Repositories 
listed below.  
 
EPA Records Center                            Berkshire Athenaeum Public Library 
1Congress St. Suite 1100                    Reference Department 
Boston, MA 02114                             1 Wendell Ave. 
(617) 918- XXXX                               413-499-9488 



 
MA DEP                                             Berkshire County Regional Planning 
Commission 
436 Dwight St., 5th Fl.                         10 Fenn St. 
Springfield MA 01103                          Pittsfield MA 01201 
413-755-XXXX                                   413-442-1521 
 
Lenox Public Library                            CT DEP??? 
18 Main St.                                         
Lenox MA 01240   
413-637-0197 
   
Simon’s Rock College of Bard               One of the CT Library Locations ???? 
84 Alford Rd.  
Great Barrington MA 01230    
 413-528-7274 
 
If you would like to comment in writing on the EE/CA, please mail your written comments 
(postmarked no later than August 16, 2000 ) to: Chet Janowski, Remedial Project 
Manager,1 Congress St., suite 1100 (HBO), Boston, Massachusetts 02114; (617) 918-1324; fax 
(617) 918-1291; or by e-mail to janowski.chet@epa.gov. 
 
Any general questions concerning the GE Pittsfield / Housatonic River Site should be directed 
to Angela Bonarrigo, EPA's Community Involvement Coordinator, at 617-918-1034. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


